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| A plain and ſerious ADDRESS, &c. 
r . 

| o may eafily apprehend, that the many Inter- 

| ruptions to which perſonal Viſits are liable, 


make it difficult for Miniſters o find a convenient 
Time, in which they may apply themſelves ſuitabfy 
{ and largely to thoſe committed to their Care; or ar 
lleaſt, if they reſolve to do it, will neceſſarily make 
bt - their Progreſs through large Congregations very flow. 
$ I therefore take this Method of viſiting you while a. 
un, and of addreſſing you on the very important 
| Subject of Fami- Religion. For your own Sake, and. 
| the Sake of thoſe deareſt to you, 1. entreat you to 
give a calm attentive Hearing. And I would par- 
ticularly defire, that if it be by any Means practica- 
ble, (as with a little Contrivance and Reſolution I 
hope it may,) you would ſecure one Hour on the | 
Morning of the Lord's-Day after you receive itguot. | 
merely to run over this Letter in a curfory Manner, _ 
but deliberately to Weigh and conſider it, and to come 
to ſome Determination, as in the Sight of Ges, tha?“ 
you 4vill, or that you will-yot, comply with the Pesilin 
which it brings; if I may net rather ſay, with the 
ps 1 Demand 
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4. _ Family-Religion recommended 3 
Demand which in bis Name it makes upon you. 
As I purpoſe to deliver it to every Maſter of a Fa- 
mily under my ſtated Care, or to every Miſtreſs where 

there is no Maſter, (that no offence of any Kind may 
be taken, which it is in my power toprevent,) IK ])] ] ¾ 
it will come to many, who have lang been exempla- 
ry for their Diligence and Zeal in the Duties I am 
recommending ; to many, whom their own Experi- 
ence hath inſtructed in the Pleaſutes asd Advantages 
which flow from them; an Experience which will 
- enforce them more effectually than any Thing which 
it is poſſible for me to ſay. Such will I hope, by 
what they read, be confirmed in purſuing the good 
Reſolution they have taken, and the good Cuſtoms 
they have formed; and will alſo be excited more ear- 
neſtly to endeavor to contribute towards introducing, 
- the like, inc other Families over which they have any 
II fluence, and eſpecially intothoſe which may branch 
out from their own, by the Settlement of Children 
or Servants. In this View, as well as to awaken 
their Thankfulneſs to Divine Grace, which hath in- 

_ clined them to the Diſcharge of their Duty in ſo great, 

yet fo frequently neglected, an Article of it, I hope 
the Heads of praying Families will not peruſe this 
Letter in vain.; But it is intended as an Addreſs to 

thoſe, who have hitherto lived in the Omiſſion of it: 

And if there were but one ſuch Maſter of a Family 
under my Care, I would gladly ſubmit to the Labor 

in which I am now engaging for his ſake alone. To 

- fuch therefore I now turn myſelf ; and Oh that Di- 

vine Grace might engage every oneof ſuch a Character 
to hear me with Attention, and might inforce upon his 
Conſcience the Weight of Reaſons, the Evidence af | 
which the Loweſt may receive, and. to which it is im- 
| RIO poſſible 
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. Oh my dear Friend, whoever you are, (for I know 


no one under my Care to whom; I may not addreſs 


that Appellation,) give me leave to tell you plainly, 


that while I write this I have that awakening Scrip- 


ture in my View: Pour. ut thy Fur upon the Heathen 


that know thee not, and up n THE FAMILIE) THAT 

* CALL NOT ON THY N.4ME&*, I appeal to you as Th 

- a Man of ordinary Senſe and Under ſtanding, (as it 
needs no more, to juage whether this do not ſtrongly _ 


imply that it may be taken for granted, every Family, 


this dreadful Character ſuits. Well may -t pain my 


which is not a Heathen Family, which is not quite ig- 
norant of the living and true Gor, will all upon his 
Name. Well may ii then pain my Heart, to think 


thatthereſhould be a profe ſſed Chriftian Fami. whom 


Heart, to think of the Divine Fury, which may be 


poured out on the Heads and on the Members of it: 
And well may it make me deſirous, todo my utmoſt ta 
ſecure you and yours, from every Appearance, from 
every Poſſibility, of ſuch Danger. Excuſe the Ear- 


neſtneſs with which I may addrefs you. I really fear, 


left chile you delay, the Fire of the Divine Diſpleaſure 
Mould fall upen yout : And as I adore the Patience of 
_ Gop in having thus long ſuſpended the Storm, I am 
anxious about every Hour's Delay, left it ſhould fall 
the heavier. | „„ „„ int. 
Iwill therefore, as plainly and ſeriouſly as I can, 


endeavour to convince you of your Duty, if perad- 


venture you are not already ſecretly convinced of it; 
as truly I believe, moſt who neglect it, under the 
Tegular Adminiſtration of Goſpel Ordinances, 2 ; 


Nr. . 25. 1 Gen. , . 
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L poi ble that the Higheſt ſhould find any Thing ſolid 
to object . 25 | N 


Sz to the Maſter of a Family © W 
-I vill then touch on a few of the 5bjefQtions, which 
' have been pleaded to excule in fome Degree ſo name 
ful an Omiſſion.---And this-will naturally lead me ta 
conclude with a few Hints, which may ſerve by way | 
of Direction, for the proper Introduction and Di- 
charge of the Services to which I am endeavouring . 
to engage yu Pe 
I mean not to handle the Subject at large, Which 
would afford abundant Matter for a conſiderable Vo- Þ 
lume; as indeed ſeveral Volumns have been written 
upon it, by Divines of defferent Denominations, who, | 
however various in other Opinions, agree here; aas 
what intelligent Chriſtian can diſagree? But I mean, © 
to ſuggeſt a few plain Things, which it is evident f 
you have not tufficiently conſidered, and wlfich if  } 
duly weighed, may by the Bleſſing of Gop” antwer 
my preſent Purpoſe. Now the Arguments hall 
piopoſe will be ſuch, that if you vill not regard them, 
| lctle is to be hoped from any other; For ſurely the 
Mind of Man can diſcover none of greater and more 
_ univerſal Importance; though I readily acknowledge, 
that many others might inforce them with greater 
Energy and Addreſs. Yet if the Defire, the moſt. 
earnelt Deſire of ſucceeding can add any of the pro- 
per Arts of Perſuaſion, they will not be wanting here. 
And I would fain ſpeat, as one who, confiders, how 
much of the glory of Gov, how mh of your own 
Happiness. and that of your dear Children, for Time 
and Eternity, depends on the jucceſs of what I am 
nom to lay before you. 185 „ 
What I deſire and intreat of you is, that you would 
| honour and acknowledge Gop in your Families, by. 
8 calling them together every Day, to hear fome Part 
of his Word read to them, and to offer, for a few 
| r Ixlinutes 
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Minutes at leaſt, your united Confeſſions, Prayers 
and Praiſes to him. And is this a Cauſe, that fhould 
ned to be pleaded at large by a great Variety of uni- 
ted Motives? Truly the Petition ſeems ſo reaſonable, 
and a Compliance with it from one who has not quite 
\renounced Religion might ſeem ſo natural, that one 
would think the bare propoſing it might ſuffice. Let 
experience tells us, it is much other wiſe. This Let- 
ter will come into the Hands of ſome, who, though 
they maintain a public Profeſſion of Religion, have 
been again and again exhorted to it in vain, and that 
perhaps for ſucceeding Years. I might ſay a great 
deal to uphraid ſuch eſpecially, on account of this Ne- 
lect; bet I rather chuſe to intreat to the future Per- 
mak of the Duty; humbly hoping, that, cri- 
minal-as former Negligence has been. a eracious Gon 
will mercitully forgive it, to thoſe who repent and 
Tw 8 EA 
And Oh that I could engage you to this, by repre- 
ſenting in the pladineſt, k indeſt, and moſt affect ionate 
Manner, the Reaſonableneſs, and Advantage of this 
Duty! For if it be reaſonable, if it be evidently ad- 
vantageous, there are numberleſs general Precepts of £ 
Scrip ure, which muſt comprehend and enforce it, if it 
were leſs immediately fupported than it is by parlicu- 
lar Paſſages ; which yet, as I ſhall preſently ſhew, do. 
many of them ſtrongly recommended it to us. : 
Conſider, Sir, for I addrets myſelf to every par- 


ticular Ferion, ſeriouſly conſider ide apparent Reaſo- 


+ ncobleneſs of Family- Religion. Mult not your Conſcien- 
ces preſently tall you, it is fic that Perſons who re- 
ceive ſo many Mercies together, ſhould acknowledge. 
them together? Can you in your awn Mind be ſa- 
tified, that you and your neareſt Relatives mould. 

. 8 pay 


. 10 the Maſter of a Family  —_ 
pay no joint Homage to that Gov, who hath ſet du 
in your Family, and who hath given to you, and to 
the ſeveral Members of it, ſo many domeſtick En- 
joyments ? your Creator and theirs, your Preferver 
and theirs, your daily Bencfactor and theirs ? Can it 
be right, if you have any Senſe of theſe Fhings each 
of you in your own Hearts, that the Senle of them 
ſhould be concealed and-,ſmothered there, and that 
you ſhould never join in your grateful Acknowledg- 
ment to him? Can you imagine it reaſonable, that 
when you have a contiant Dependence upon him for 
ſo many Mercies, without the Concurrence of Which 
your Family would be a Sceneof Miſery, you ſhould 
never preſent yourſelves together in his Preſence, to 
aſk them at his Hand? Upon whet Principles, is Pub- 
lic Worſhip to be recommended and urged, if not 
by ſuch as have their propertionable Weight here? 
Indeed the Force ot theſe Conſiderations hath not 
only been known and acknowledged by the People of 
| Gov in all Ages; we have not only Noah and Abra- 
bam, Jouſba and David, Fob and Uanzel, each un- 
der a much daiker Diſpenſation than ours, as Ex- 
amples of it: But we may venture to ſay, that where- 
ever there has been a Profeſſion of any Kind of Re- 
ligion, it has been brought into private Houſes as 
well as public Temples. The poor Heathens, as We 
certainly know from the remaining Monuments of 
them, had their Lares and their Penates, which were 
Houſhold Images, ſome of them in private Chapels, 
and others about the common Hearth, where the 
Family uſed to. worſhip them by frequent Prayers 
and Sacrifices, And the Braſs, and Weed, and Stone, 
of which they conſiſted, ſhall (as it were) cy out 4. 
£917] you, {hall rife up againſt you and condemn you, 
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8  fanth- Kite 1 : 
if while you cail. yourſelves the Worſhippers of FE 
one Living and Eternal Gor, and boatt in the Re- 
velation you have received by his Prophets and by his 
Son, you preſume to omit an Homage, which the 
ſtupid Worſhippers of ſuch Vanities as theſe failed 
not to prefent to them, while they called them their 
_ Gops. Be perſuaded then I beſeech you, to be con- 
ſiſtant in your Conduct. Either give up all Pretences 
to Religion ot maintain a ſteady and uniform Regard. 
to it, ag Home as well as broad, in the F amiy ag 
| well as in the Cloſet, or at Church, But the Reaſons 
ableneſs of this Duty, and the Obligations which 
bind you in Conſcience to the Practice of i it, will tar- 
ther appear, if you conſider, 
The many Advantages, which will, by the Divine 
HBleſfing, attend a proper diſcharge of it. And here, 
I would more particularly repreſent the good Influ- 
ence, which Family Devotions are likely to have, up- 
on the young Perfans committed to your Care--upon 
= your own Hearts, and upon the Advancement 
of a general Reformation, and the Propagation of 
Religion to.thoſe that are yet unborn, 
Conſider in the firſt Place, what is moſt obviogs, | 
the happy Influence which the Duty I amrecommend: 
ing might have upon the young Members of your Fami- 
ly, the Children and Servants committed to your Care. 
For I now conſider you, as a Parent, and a Maſter. 
' The Father of 4 Family is a Phraſe, that comprehend 
both theſe Relations; and with great Propriety, as 
| Humanity obliges us to endeavour to take aparental 
5 Care of all under our Roof. And indeed, | 
1 You ought to conſider your Servants, in rhisView, 
with a tender Regard. They are probably in the 
Flower of Life, for that is the Age. which is common- 


- * ſpent in Service; and you ſhauld.recollect how por 
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fble it is, chat this ma be if rightly improved, the” | 


beſt Opportunity their whole Lite may afford them 
for learning Religion, and being brought under the 
Power of it. If your Servants are already inſtructed 
in it, by being brought up in Families where theſe _ 
Duties have been maintained; let them not, if they 
ſhould finally miſcarry, have Cauſe to impute it ta 


you, and to teſtify before Gop in the Day of their 


Condemnation, « that it was under your Roof that 


they learnt the Neglect and Forgetfulneſs of Go, 


* and of all that 1 pious Parents, perhaps in a 
20 much inferior Station of Life to you, had in earli- 
«er Days been attempting to teach them; to teach 


& them, in Moments taken from Labour, or from 


* Repoſe almoſt neceſſary for their Subſiſtence.“ 
On the other hand if they came to you quite ignorant 
of Religion, (as if they came from prayerleſs Fami- 


lies, it is probable that they do,) have Compaſſion - 


upon them, I entreat you, and endeavour to give 


them thoſe Advantages which they never yet had 


and which it is too probable, as Things are genera "A 


managed, they rever will have, if you will not 
ford them. 

But I would eſpecially, if I might be aljoved to 
borrow the pathetick Words of Fob*, intreat you 1 


the Children of your cwn Body. I would now as it wers 


_ preſent them all before you, and beſecch you by all 
the Bowels of parental Affection, {which I have my- 
felf ſo ſtrongly felt,) that to all the other Tokens of 
Tenderneſs and Love, you would not refuſe to add 
this, without which many of the reſt- may be worſe 
than in vain. 
Give me Leave to plead with you,. a8 ths Inſtru- 
ments of introducing them into Being. O remembers 
f 8 "OO * * = * 
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1O Family Religion recommended © 
it ie indeed a de haſed and corrupted Nature vou have 
c nveyed to them. Conſider, that the World, jnto 
which you have been the means of bringing them, is 
a Place in which they are ſurrounded with many 
Temptations, and in which, as they advance in Lite, 
they muſt expect many more, ſo that in plain Terms, 
it is on the whole much to be feared, that they will 
\ periſh in the Ignorance and Forgetfulneſs of God, if 
they do not learn from you to love and ſerve him. 
For how can it be expected they ſhould learn this at 
all, it you give them no Advantages for recciving 
and practiſing the Leſſon at Home? NN 
And let me furtherurge and intreat you to remer 
ber, that theſe dear Children, whoſe tender Age, and 
perhaps amiable Forms and Diſpoſitions, might at- 
tract the Affection and Sollicitude of Strangers, are 
committed to your eſpecial and immediate Care by 
Go their Creator. And he has made them thus 
dependent upon you, and others that have in their In- 
fancy and Childhood the Care of them, that there 
might be hereafter a better Opportunity of forming 
their Minds, and of influencing them to a right 
Temper and Conduct. And can this by any Means 
be effectually done, if you do not at proper Times 
eall them together, to attend to the Inſtructions of 
the Word of Gov, and to join in ſolemn Prayers and 
Supplications to him? At leaſt is it poſſible, it ſhould 
be done any other Way with equal Advantage, if 
this be not added to the reſt? TE 
Family Worſhip is a moſt proper Way of teaching 
Chiljiren Religion, as you teach them Language, bj 
inſenſible Degrees; a little one Day and a little ano-- 
ther; for to them Line muft be upon Line, and Pre- 
ep. when Precept. They may learn to conceive aright 
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lo the Meer Wk Panty. 1 
of the Divine Feifections, when ther hear you daily = 
acknowledging ard adoring them: Their hearts may 
be carly touched with pious remorſe for Sin, when 
they hear your Confeſſions poured out before Go: 
. They will know what Mercies they are to aſk for 

themſelves, by obſerving what Turn your Petitions 
take; Your Interceſſions may diffule into their 
15 Minds a Spirit of Love to mankind, a Concern for } 
the Intereit of the Church, and of their Country; | 
and, what is nat I think by any Means to be neg- 
| lected, Sentiments of Loyalty towards thoſe in Au- 

thority over us, when they hearyou daily invoking #* 
the Divine Bleſſing upon them: And your ſolemn i 
Thankigivings for the Bodrſties 95 Providence, an4½4k 
for Benefits of a Spiritual Nature may affect their 
Hearts wich thoſe gracious Impreſſions towards the 
gracious Author of all, which may excite in their 
little Breaſts Love to him, the moſt noble and ge- 
nuine Principle of all true and acceptable Religion. 
Thus they may become Chriſtia'is by inſenſible De- Þ 
grees, and grow in the K-owledge and Love of the i 
Truth, as thry do in Stature = 
By obſerving your reverent and folemn Dejort« 
ment, (as reverent and folemn hope it will always 
at ſhch Seaſons be,) they may get ſome Notion of an 
inviſible Being, before they are of age to underſtand } 
the Definition of the Term GOD; and may feel their 
Minds ſceretly impreſſed with an humble 1 and 
 Vereration, before they can explain to you their 
Senſe of it. And whatever Inſtructions you give 
them concerning his Nature and his Will, and the 
Way of obtaining his Favor by Jeſus Chriſt, all your” | 
Admonitions relating to the Importance of chat invi= Þþ 
Able World we are going to, and the neceſſary Pre- 
Daratiaa 
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5; Family- Religion recommended 
” paration for it, will be greatly illuſtrated by the Te. 
nor of your daily Devorions, as well as by thoſe ex- 
cellent Leſſons which the Word of Gob, when fo. 
lemnly read to them Morning and Evening, will af. 
ford. Nor is it by any Means to be forgotten, that 
* while they hear themſelves, and their own Concerns, 
mentioned before God in Prayer, while they hear your 
|  carneitly pleaGing for the Divine Bleſſing upon them 
{eipecially if it be in Expreflions wilely varied, as 
ſome particular Occurrences in their Lives and in yours 
may require) it may very probably be a Means of 
moving their imprefſible Hearts; as it may power. 
fully convince them of your decp and tender Con- 
cern for ter Good, and may add greac Weight ta 
the Inftruftions you may addreſs te thera : So that 
it may appear, even while you are praying for them, 
that Gon bears.“ And indeed I have known ſome 
Toftances of excellent Perſons, who have dated their 
Converſien to Gor, even after they had begun viſi- 
bly to degenerate, from the Prayers, from the ferious ö 
and patheric Prayers, which they have heard their pi- 
ous Fathers, perhaps, 1 might add their pious Mo- 
{ ethers, prefenting,befere Gop on their Account. 
> Indeed were this Duty properly attended to; it 
might be expected, that all Chriſtian Families would, 
# according to their reſpective Sizes and. Circumſtan- 
ces, become Nurſeries of Piety; and you would ſce 
In the moſt convincing View, the Wiſdom of Provi- 


+ dence, in making human Infants ſo much more de- 


3 on their Parents, and ſo much more incapa- 
le to ſhift for themſelves, than the Offspring of infe- 


© yrorTrecures ars,. 7 ES | 
Petr me then intreat you, my dear Friend, to look 
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„ te the Maſter of a Pang. 13; 
don your Children the very next Time you fee them, 
and aſk your own Heart, how you can anſwer it te | | 
Gon. ard to them, that yeu deprive them of ſuck 
Advantages as theſe ? Advantages,. without which” | 
it is to be feared, your Care of them in other Reſpectss 
will turn to but little Account, ſhould they be ever 
ſo protperous in Life. For wha! is Proſperity in 
Lite without the Knowledge, and Fear, and Love of 
Gop ? what, but the Poiſon of the Soul, which (wells 
and kills it? what, but the Means of making it more 
certainly, more deeply, more intolerably miſerable; |} 
when all irs tranſient and empty Amuſements are | 
. paſſed away, like a Dream, when one awaketh *? In 
ſhort, not to mention the happy Influence it may 
have on their Temporal Affairs, by drawing dow! Þ} 
the Divine Bleſſing, and by forming their „ 
thoſe Virtues, which pave the Way to Wealth and ; 
Reputation, Health and contentment, which make 
no Enemies, and attract many Friends; it is, with re- 
ſpect to the Eternal World, the greateſt Cruelcy to 
your Children thus to neglect giving them thoſe Ad- 
vantages. which uo other Cares in Education itſelf ex- 
cluſive of theſe can afford: And it is impoſſible, ; 
you ſhould ever be able to give them any other Equi= # 
valent. If you do your Duty in this reſpe&, they |} 
will have reaſon to bleſs you living and dying; and if 
you negle& it, take care that you and they come 
not, in Conſequence of that Neglect, into a World, 
| Where (horrid as the Thought mav now ſeem) you 
will forever be curſing each other. And thus I am 
falling inſesfibly, becauſe ſo naturally, from what 1 
Was laying of the Concern and [Intereſt of thoſe un- 
der your Care, to your own, fo far as it may be diſtin- 


guiſhed from theirs. | e 
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Let me therefore preſs you to conſider, how much 
your own Inte:eft is Concerned in the Matter; the 
whole of your Inzereſt, hoth Spiritual and Temporal. 
U  Your-oprritual Intereſt is infinitely the greateſt, and 
therefore! will begin with that. - And here let me 
ſeriouſly aſk you, do you not need thoſe Advantages 
for Religion, which the Performance of Famil:-Du- - 
ty will give you, added to thoſe of a more fecret and 
a more publick Nature, if peradventure they are re- 
garded by you? Theſe Inſtructions, theſe Adorati- 
ons, theſe Conteſſions, theſe Supplications, thefe In- 
terce ſſtons, theſe [hankſgivings, which may be ſo + 
, uſeful to your Children and Servants, may they not _ 
be uſeful to yourſelves ? May not your own Hearts 
"nave ſome peculiar Advantage for being impreſſed, 
when you are the Mouth of others in theſe Domeſt ick 
Devotions, beyond what in a private Station of Life 
it is otherwiſe poſſible you ſhould have? Oh thele 
Le ſſons of Religion to your own Souls, every Morn- 
ing and Evening, might be (if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion, ) either the Seed, or Foretaſte, of Salvation 
to you. Nay, the remoter Influence they may have 
on your Conduct, in other reſpects, and at other 
Times, when conſidered merely in the general as. 
Religious Exerciſes performed by you in your Family, 
is to be recollected as an Argument of vaſt Impor- 
JV.eVVTVVVVVVVJWVVVV 
A Senſeof common Decency would engage you, 
ift you pray with your Family, to avoid a great many 
Evils, which would appear doubly evil in a Father or a 
S Maſter, who kept up ſuch Religious Exerciſes in his 
1 Houſe. Iwill not now, Sir, ſpeak of yourſelf, for E 
- would not off-nd by ſuppoſing any Thing groſsly 
bad of you. But do you imagine, that W 
ö me | the 
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the Scripture and Family- Prayer were W rc 0880 in- 
to the Houſes of ſome of your Neighbours, Drunk- 
enneſs and Lewdneſs, and Curfing and Swearing, ind 
profaning the Lord's Day, would not, like ſo many 
evil Demons, be quickly driven out? The Maſter of 
the Family would not for Shame indulge them, if | 
he had nothing more than the Form of Duty wi. 4 
up; and bis Reformation though only exterral, 5 
Re :- firſt on a kind of Conſtraint, would carry I it 
the Reformation of many more, who have ſuch a De- 
pendence on his Favour as they would not ſactifice, 
though by a madneſs very prevalent among the 
Children of Men they can venture to ſacrifice their 
: Souls to every Trifle. | 
And may it nor perhaps be your more immediate 
Concei n, to recollect, that if ou prayed with your 
Family, you would yourſelf be more careful to ab- | 
 flain from all Appearance of Evil * ? You would find 
out a Way to tuppreſs that Turbulency of Paſſion, E 
which may now be ready to break out before you. | 
ate aware, and other Imprudences, in which your 
own Heart would check you by ſay ing, Does this 
become one, that is by and by to kneel down with 
. + *hi Domeſticls, his Children and Servants, and. 
„ adore Gob with them, and pray againſt every. | 
« Thing which diſpleaſes Go, and makes us unfit» Z 
for the Heavenly World?“ I will not ſay this Will 
eure every TI hing that is wrong ; but I believe o 
are already perſuaded, it would often have a very. 
good Influence. And ] fear, it is the ſecret Dire of 
indulging ſome Irregularities without ſuch a Re- 
ſtraint, that, infamous as ſuch a Victory is, hath dri- | 
ven out F amily. Prayer from leveral Houles where it 
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Was once maintained, and hath excluded it froth 


others. But if you have any ſecret Diſiaclination of 
= Heartciling againſt it in this View, it becomes you 
ſeriouſly to take the Alarm; for, to ſpeak plainly, 1 
have hardly known a blacker Symptom of Damnati- 
on, than a Fear of being reftained in the Commiſſi. 
[L_____AM.GE Noo Tir Er 
4 Aſter this it may ſeem a Matter of ſmaller Importance, to urge 
the good influence which a proper Diſchargeof Family-Duty may 
FKave upon your own Temporal Affairs; both by reſtraining you 
Tom many Evils and engaging you to a proper Conduct yourſelf, 
nnd alſo by impreſſing your Children & . Servants with a ſenſe of 
Religion, And it is certain, the more careful they are of their 
Auty to Gop. the more likely they will be to perform their duty 
d vou. Nor can any thing ſtrengthen your natural authority a- 
mong them more than your prefiding in ſuch ſelemnities, if ſup- _ 
ried by a ſuitable conduct. But I would hope, nobler motives 
will have a ſuperior weight, And therefore waving this topiek, 
5 1 intreat you as the laſt argument to eonſi deer 
The influence it may have on a general reformation, and on the 
* propagation of religion to thoſe who are yet unborn. You ought 
do eonfider every child and fervant in your family, as one wha 
may be a Source. not only of life, but (in ſome degree) of charac- 
ter and happineſs to thoſe who are hereafter to ariſe into being; 
yea, whoſe conduct may in part affect theſe that are to deſcend 
m them in the following generation. If they grew up while 
nder your eye, ignorant of Religion, they will certainly be muck _ 
leſs capable of teaching it to others; for theſe are the years of diſ- 
 eipline and if they be neglected now, there is little probability 
of their receiving after · inſtruction. Nor is this all the evil conſe- 
 guence; for it is highly probable that they will think themſelves 
© authoriſed by your example to a like negligence. and ſe you may 
* entail Heatheniſm under diſregarded chriſtian forms, on your de- 
© ſcendents and theirs in ages te come. Whereas your diligence 
and 7eal might be remembered and imitated by them, perhaps 
* when you are in your grave; and the Rock which they firſt re 
 ecived frem you. might with richlimprovements be communicated. 
$0 great numbers, ſo that one generation after another might learn 
to fear and ſerve the LORD. On the whole, Gop only knows 
IF what a church may ariſe from one godly family. what a harveſt 
'* may {pring up frog a fingle ſeed ; and on the other hand, it is 
** 6, + © 1 2 6 OOO 
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impoffible to ſay, how many Souls may at length pe- 
riſhby the treacherous Neglect of a ſingle Perſon, and 
to {eek planly, by your own. 1 

Theſe, Sir, are the Arguments I had to plead with | 
you, and which I have ſelected out of many more: 
And now give me leave ſeriouſly to aſk you, as in the 
Preſence of Gop, whether there be not on the whole 


an unanſwerable Force in them? And it there be, what 


follows, but that you immediately yield to that Force, 
and ſet up Family-Worſhip this very Day. For 
me thinks, I would hardly thank you for a Re- 
ſolution to do it To- Morrow, ſo little do I expect from |} 
that Reſolution. How can you excuſe yourſelf in 
the continued Omiſſion ? Bring the Matter before 
 Gop, He will be the final Judge of it; and if you 
cannot debate the Queſtion as in his Preſence, it is a 
Sign of a bad Cauſe, and of a bad Heart too; Which 
is conſcious of the Badneſs of the Cauſe, and yet will } 
not give it up, nor comply with a Duty, of your 
Obligations to which you are ſecretly convinced, and 
yet in effect ſay, © I will go on in this Sin, and ven- 
ture the Conſequence.” Gh it is a dreadful Ven- 
ture, and will be found in effect provoking ibe Lord ts 
" ealoaſey, as if you were ſtronger then be“. 

But perhaps there may ariſe in your Mind 4 : 
Objections, which may in ſome Degree break the 


Force of this Conviction, and which in that View | 


it may be expedient for me to diſcuſs a little, before 
I diſmiſs the Subject and cloſe my Addrets to you. 
You may perhaps be ready to object, 

1. That Family-Prayer is not in ſo many Words 
* commanded in Scripture; and therefore however ex- 
pedient in ſome Caſes, it cannot be 10 univerſal. 


= and fo important a Duty, as we repreſent it.“ 
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I anſwer plainly, that it is ſtrongly recormmended 
in Scripture, and conſequentially commanded ; as: 
W there are Precepts, which plainly include, tho? they © 
dos not particulatly expreſs it. And I appeal to your- 
felf in this Matter. When God is repreſented as 

& giving this Reaſon to his Angels for a particular Fa- 

vour to be beſtowed on Abraham becatiſe be knew, 

that be would command his Children aud Houſheld to keep 

the Way of the Lord, that he might obtain the Bleſſing 
promifjea* ; did he not intend to declare his Approba- 

tion of the Care he took to ſupport Religion in his 
Family? And can it be ſupported in a total Neglect 

of Prayer ?--- Again, do you not in your Conſcience 
think, that the S, irit of God meant, that we ſhould 

take FJeſbua for an Example, when he tells us, that 
he reſolved and publickly declared the Refolution,- 

that he and dis Houſe would ferve the Lord + 5 which 
muſt expreſs a religious Care of his Family too ?--- 
Do you not belive, that this bleſſed Spirit meant it 

as a Commendation of Job, that he offered Sacriſices for 

all bis Children , -Sacrifices, undoubtedly attended _ 
with Prayers; when he feared leſt the Gaiety of 
their Hearts in their ſucceſſive Feaſting might have 
K betrayed them into {ome moral Evil ?---And was it 
not to do an Honour to David, that the Scripture 
informs us, that he wen? Home to bleſ5 bis Houſhold ; 
= that is, to perform ſome ſolemn act of domeſtick 
Worſhip, when he had been fpending the whole Day 
in publick Devotions ?---What think you ofthe - 
Example of Daniel, who prayed in bis Houſe, with his 
Windows open towards Jeruſalemy, and would rather 
run the Reſque of being caft into the Pen of * 
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and being torn in Pieces by thoſe cruel Beaſts, cha} he 
would either omit or conceal it? And do you think, 
that when our Bleſſed Lord, whoſe whole Life was em- 

)loyed in religious Services, fo frequently took bs 
Diſciples apart to pray with them, that he did not in- 
tend this as an Example to us, of praying with thoſe 
under our ſpecial Care, or in other Words, witk 
the Members of our own F amily, who are moſt im- 
mediately ſo ?---Or can you by any imaginable Ar- 
tifice delude yourlelf ſo far as to think, that when 
we are ſolemnly charged and commanded to pray 
with all Prayer and Supplication , this Kind of ray- 

er is not included i in that Apoſtolical Injunction. & 
On the whole, the Queſtion lies in a very little 

Room, Have I proved by what I have ſaid before, | 
that Family Prayer is 2 reaſonable. Thing ? That it 
has a Tendency to promote the Honour of Gon, and 
the Intereſt of Religion, and your own Salvation; 
with that of thoſe who are committed to your Care? 

If vou are really conyinced of this, then all the ge- 
neral Precepts which require the Love of Gon and 
your Neighbour, all that recommend a Regard to 
the Intereſt of Chriſt, and a Concern for our-own- 
everlaſting Happineſs, bind it in this Connection as 


| certainly upon us, as if it had been commanded in 


Words as expreſs as thoſe, in which we are required 
to enter into ur Cy ang ends to proy 10 our Farber 
Which i is in ſecret += > | 
- pb 4 | | : | And : 
te; ** 7h, vi, 18, ® Matt. 27, 8 | 
3 + This Part of the Argument is inforced with peculiar 
Strength by that great and excellent Hriter Mr. Hime, 
in his Poſthumous: Sermons on the ſubjett : which 1 
earneſtly recommended to every Reader that can get an b 
e of pore ing em. 


2 ' Family Reli bien ne „„ 
And ] will farther irs that if the Care of Famihs » . 
Ke eligion be, (as I ſuppoſe every Man's Conſcience: 
will ſecretly teſtify that it is,) a proper Part of Reli. 
Sivus Egication, than all thoſe many Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture which recommend this, muſt in all Reaſon be 
& underſtood as including that. But e Fo 2880 5 
be TY to plead, 5 
Bp * That it is generally neg lefted. TS 
5 Yet ſcarce can you have Linda or thought of this ; 
& Objec&ion, but you will ſee at the firſt Glance, that 
WE this muſt turn upon - yourſelf, rather than on the 
= whole appear favourable to your Cauſe. It is the 
8. Reproach of our Age, if it be indeed generally neg- 
13 r= And if it. be generally excluded from the 
Families of the Rich and the Great, (who too fre- 
quently ſet the Faſhion, where they are moſt apt to 
ſet it wrong,) let it rather awaken a generous Indig- | 
nation in our Breaſt, to think that it js ſo excluded. 
At leaſt, let it awaken a holy Zeal to exert ourſelves 
fo much the more, as it is certain that no Aſſociation 
in Vice can ſecure thoſe that join in it: For it is ex- 
preſsly ſaid, tho Hand join in Hand, the Wicked ſhall 
W 204 (e nnpunibbed 4. So will your Obedience be the 
1 more acceptable, in Proportion to the Degree in 
| which it is ſingular. Were there not one praying 
Family in the whole Nation, in the whole World, 
methinks it ſhould inſtigate you to the Practice, ra- 
ther then tempt you to the Neglect, and you ſhould 
Preſs on as ambitious of the Glory of leading the Way: 
For what could be a nobler Ob; ect of Ambition, 
chan to be pointed out by the bleſſed Gop himſelf, 
as Fob was; of whom he ſaid, witha Kind of Triumph, 
Rags 8 confidered ad Servant ) ob, that there is 5 
i 5 
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te him in the Land, or even on the Earth* # Bur” 
bleſſed be Gop, this ſuppoſed univerſal Neglect is far 
from being the Caſe. Let it however rejoice us, if 
Gop may fay, There are ſuch and ſuch Families, 
* diſtinguiſhable from thoſe in the Neighbourhood _ 
4c on this Account z as prevalent as the Neglect of 
* Family Prayer is, they have the Reſolution to prac- 
t tiſe it, and, like my Servant Daniel fear not th 
8 Reproach and Contempt which profane and un- 
„ godly Men may caſt upon them, if they may but 
„ honour me and engage my Favour , [know them; 
<6 7 bearken and bear, and a Book of Remembrance i 
« written before me for them that fear me, and think on 

* my Name+.” Nor ſhould you urge, 

3. * That you have ſ much Buſineſs of another Kind, 
« as not to be able to attend to this.“ jt 
l might cut the Objection ſhort at once, by 5 =, 
ing to your Conſcience, whether you have not Time 

for many other Things, which you know to be * 

much leſs Importance. How many Hours in a 
Week do you find for Amuſement, while you e 
none for Devotion in your Family? And do you 
indeed hold the Bleſſing of Gop ſo very cheap, and 
think it a Matter of 04 little Importance, that you 
conclude your Buſineſs muſt ſucceed the worſe, if a 
few Minutes were daily taken ſolemnly to ſeek. it 
together ? Let me rather admoniſh you, that the 
greater your Buſineſs is, the more need you have to 
| pray earneſtly, that your Hearts may not be ingrofſed _| 

y it. And I would beg Leave further to remind | 
you, that if your Hurry of Buſineſs were indeed ſo 
great as the Objection ſuppoſes, (which I believe ig 
ſeldom the Caſe,) Prudence alone ſuggeſt, that 


ye 8 
f £ Job i. 8. N Mal. in, Ive 
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vou ſhuvld endeayor to contract it. For there are 
certain Boundaries, beyond which a wiſe and faith- 
ful Care cannot extend; and as an Attempt to ga 
beyond theſe Boundaries has generally its Founda- 
tion in Avarice, it often has its End in Poverty and 
Ruin. But if you were ever ſo ſecure of ſucceeding 
bor this World, how dear might you and your Chils. 
2 dren pay for that ſuccefs, if all the bleſſed Conſe- 
= guences of Family. Religion, for Time and for Eter- 
W pity, were to be given up as the Price of that very 
mall Part of your Gains, which is owing to the 
inutes you take from theſe Exerciſes, that yoy 
may give them to the World? For you plainly per- 
ceive the Queſtion is only about hem, and by no 
means about a ſtrenuous Application to the proper 
Puties of your Secular Callmg through the Day,” 2 
And if you wil be Ricb upon ſuch profane Terms as A 
are here ſuppoſed, (for truly I can call them no bet- ks. 
ter than profane,) you will probably plunge your ſelf in- 
to final Perditipn, and may in the mean Time pierce 
yourſelf tbrough with many-Sorrows d; . while religious 
Families learn by bleſſed Experience, that ihe Bleſſing 
f the Loxp, which they are fo often han, £269.09 toge- 
ther maketb rich, aud adgeth no Sorrow with it + , or 
- that a Ht? with the Fear of the Loxp is better than 
great Treaſure, with that intermingled Trouble, which 
in the Neglect of Gop muſt neceſſarily be expected, 
ut 1 conclude. that yet more will be objefting, __ 
at they v want "Abili for a Work of this 
. Kind.” 4. | 
Too this 1 muſt in the firſt Place reply, that where 
he Heart i is rightly diſp oſed, it does not require any 
* Abilities to dilharg: TORT Worfoip 1 in 7985 . 
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good Map. in this reſpett teachelh his Meath, and ads. 


tub Kucuulkage to his Lips &; and out of the Fulneſs of 


it, when it is indeed full of © pious Affections, 7Þs - 


Moutb will naturally ſpeak h. And if it ſpeak natur- 
ally, and in the main properly, it is enough. There 


ls no need at all of ſpeaking elegantly. The plaireft 
and ſimpleſt Language, in Addreſſes to the Majeſty 
of Heaven, appears to me far preferable to laboured;- 
pompous, and artificial Expreſnons. Plain mort 
OE uttered juſt as they riſe in the Mind, will. 
be beſt inderſiood, by them that joim with you! 1 
it ſhould on fuch Occaſions be our Endeavour, td 
let our ſelves dowh, as much as poſſible, to the Under- 
ſtanding of the leaſt and meaneſt of them: And this 


1 will in itſelf be more pleaſing to Gop; than any thing 
1 which ſhould proceed from Oſtentation and Parade. 


J muft alſo defire you to conſider, how many Helps 
you may eafily procure. The Scrigture is a large 
and noble Magazine of the moſt proper Sentiments. 
and moſt expreffive Language; which, if you wilt 
attend to with a becoming Regard, will ſoon faul 
you for & very good Word and Werk, and moſt apparent- 
: 17 for this. And beſides this, we have in our Lan. 


: for Fe a great Variety of excellent Fornis © of Prayer, 


or Families as well as for private Perfons ; Which 
vo 

8 Prov. od, 23 | Lite vi. 45. 
4 7 muſt beg Leave on this ofa ion io mention and rec. 


tnend two excellent C olleftions of this Kind Jenkes's Ders. : 


tions, and The Family Prayer Bock; printed for Mr. 
2 5. Readers of almoſt every Ti afte may find theth- 
des ſuited by one or the other of thiſe ; and there are 
_ admirab ly devout and THO Forms itt 'n both, wg 


7 » ; , ; 
d = 7 k 
| o 
ade 8 —— — —— —ä— . . * 
— — EE cs Bt. BS —— — . 2 — — —— — — ——-— ET — . CC ü— — Te On | 


Family- Religion recommend. 
you may uſe, at leaſt at firſt, with great Profit. And 
if it be too laborious to you to learn them by Heart, 
bor if having learat them you dare not truſt your 
Memory, what ſhould forbid your. reading them re- 
verently and devoutly? I hope I ſhall give no Of. 
fence to any good Chriſtian by ſaying, but on this 
Occaſion I ſhould offend my Conſcience by not ſay- 
ing, that I have long thought an irreconcilable Aver- 
ſion to Forms of Prayer, even of human Compoſition, 
as vain a Superſtition, as a paſſionate Attachment to 
them. And if any had rather, that a family ſhould 
be prayerleſs, than that a well choſen Form ſhould 
= be gravely and ſolemnly read in it, I think he judges 
as abſurdly, as if he would rather ſee them ſtarving 
= to Death, than fed out of a Diſh: whoſe Materials or 
Shape are diſagreeable to him. The main Thing is, 
that Gop be reverently and ſincerely adored, that ſui- 
table Bleſſings, temporal and ſpiritual, be ſought 
from him for ourſelves and others, and cordial ' 
Thankſgivings returned to him forthe various Gifts 
of his continual Bounty: And if this be done, the 
_ Circumſtances of doing it, though I cannot think 
them quite indifferent, are comparatively of ſmall 
Importance. I know by ſure Experience, in a great 
Variety of Inſtances, that it is very poſſible for Chriſ- 
; © tians of no extraordinary Genius, and with a very 
| low Education, to acquit themſelves honourably in 
Prayer without the Aſſiſtance of Forms: And they 
who at firſt need them may, and probably, if they ſe- 
riouſly ſet about it, would ſoon outgrow that Need. 
But if they did not, Gop might be glorified, and Fa- 
| 5 3 _ milies 
T ſhould think every wiſe and good Man might hear with 
Pleaſure and Improvement, and to every Clanſe of which 
be might put his moſt hearty Amen, „„ 
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tothe Maſter of a Family. 


| Families edified, by the continued Uſe of fuck- 


Helps. And on the whole, if it be indeed come td 


this, that you would rather ſacrifice all the Benefits 5 


of Family: Prayer, than ſubmit to the Trouble of rea- 


eling; or appointing another to read, à well compoſe. 


ed Addreſs, which perhaps, with a ſmall Portion of 
Scripture before it, might not take up one Quarter 


of an Hour's Time; indeed; indeed, you muſt be 


condemned by Gop, and your own Conſcience. in 


ſuch a View both muft teſtify, that it is neither 


Want of Leiſare, nor Want of Ability, that prevents 


your diſcharging your Duty, but a ſtupid Eidiffer- 
ence about it; or rather a wretched Averſion te it ; 
the natural Conſequenee of which might; if a little: | 


reflected upon, be ſufficient to throw the moſt care- 


not a trembling Conſternatiunn: 3 
T apprehend, that the moſt plauſible Objections - 


* 


leſs and arrogant Sinner into an awful Alarm, if 


| have now been convaſſed ; for I ſuppoſe, few will 


be ſo weak and cowardly as to pleads _ 
g. That their Domeſtieks ill not /ubiit td the 


2 Introduction of ſuch Orders as theſe.” _ 


1 


But as this may be ſecretly thought of, where it 
would not be pleaded, eſpecially where theſe Duties 
bave unhappily been omitted when Families were 


firſt formed, and in their moſt flexible and pliant 
State, I will beſtow a few) Words on this Head: 


And here 1 muſt deſire, that you would not'raſhly 
eonclude this to be the Caſe, with reſpet to your 


own. Do not think fo unkindly of your Domeſ- 


ticks, if they be not extremely wicked indeed, as tod 


imagine they would be feeretly diſcontentetl wih 
pending a little Time daily in hearing the Word of 
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the Miſchief already here . 
an Oppoſition, you ought to let any in whom you di- 
cover it know, that your Meaſures ar e fixed, and ; : 
that you cannot and will not re ſign that juſt Authority, 
which the Laws ef God and Man give you in your 
own Houſe, to the Petulancy of their humour, or 
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| Faomily-Religiea recontmended 


: on much leſs ſhould you allow yourſelf to think, 
till it appears in Fact, that they will have the Ar- 
rogance openly to diſpute ſo reaſonable a Determi. 


nation as this. Perhaps on the contrary, they are 


even now. ſecretly wiſhing, that God would put * 
into your Heart to make the Attempt ; and think-" 


ing with a kind of tender Regret, « Why are we 


N c denied ſuch a Bleſſing, when the Members of 
ee this and that Family in the Neighborhood are 
j TC 


_ But if it be indeed as you ſuppoſe, that they would 


think of it with a ſecret Aver ſicn, and come into it 


with apparent Reluctance, if they can be induced te 


' come into it at all; you would do well to reflect, 
Whether this Profaneneſs and Perverſneſs may not, 
ia great Meaſure at leaſt, be owing to that very 
Neglect which I am now preſſing you to reform? 
Which if it be, it ought certainly to convince you in 


the moſt powerful and effectual Manner, of the Ne- 
eeſſity of endea vouring to repair as ſoon as poſſible 
done. And if there be really 


the Impiety of their unhappy. Temper. Make. the 


Trial whether they will dare to break with you, ra- 
ther than ſubmit to ſo eaſy a Condition, as that of 2 


being preſent at your Hours of Family Worſhip. 
If it be à Servant that diſputcs it, you will no 


doubt think it a great Bleſing to your Family to 
| id it of fo deteſtable a Member, in that Relation. 
und if it be Child, grown up to Years that ſhould: 


be 


5 he * Years of Diſcretion, t that ſets himſelf ind Roo 
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Reformation, (and it is not poſſible that any others 


ſhould oppe/ſe you,) though it is certain, that, where 


ever ſuch 2 den of Belial he, he muſt be a great Grief 
to your Heart, you will be delivered from .a great 


deal of Diſtreſs which the Sight of his Wickedneſs | 
muſt daily give you, by refuling him a Place in 
your own Family, which he would only diſgrace - 
and corrupt, and leaving him to Practiſe thoſe Irre. 
i gularities and Scandals which always go along witg 
ſuch a preſumptious Contempt of r any 8 
Where Elſe than under your own Roof. SEES 
I can think of but one Objection more, and that i is, 
6. & That you may not know how to introduce 2 
cc Practice which you have ſo long neglected. ? 
hnut this is an Objection ſo. very ſoon removed, 
that I hope, if nothing elſe lye.1 in the Way, yout 
Family will not continue another Week in the un. 
happy Circumſtances in which your | Negligence __ 
has hitherto kept it.” I were unworthy the Name 
of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, if, whatever my other 
Engagements are, I were not willing to give you 
my utmoſt Aſſiſtance, as ſoon as poſlible, i in ſo good 
a Work as the Reformation of this greatand lamen- 
table Eyil. Far from thinking it a Trouble to vi- 


it you and ſpend an Hour with you upon ſuch an 


* Occaſion ; who would not eſteem it a Refreſhment, 


and a Bleſſing, to come and inform your Domeſticks, 


- when gathered together for this Purpoſe, how Wies 


and happy a Reſolution you had taken, to repreſent 
the Reaſon they have to rejoice in it, and to bleſy. 


_ Gop who had inſpired you with it : And how cet 


a Work Apa it he to perform it, as for the firkt 
Tim ey 5 mp! oring the Bleiings of Previdence and 
Sagt 
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228 Family Religion recommended 
= Grace on you and yours, and intreating thoſe Aſſif. 
tances of his Holy Spirit, which may qualify' you 
more abundently for diſcharging your peculiar Part 
mit, and may render it the ſucceſsful Means of 
T planting, or of ſupporting and animating, a Princj- 
ple of true Religion tn 2.5 Soul under your Care? 
Nor would the Joy and Delight be conſined, to the 
Minutes ſpent With you at ſuch a Seaſon : It would 
be carried Home to the Study, and to the Houſe of 
Gop : And the very Remembrance of it would for 
Years to come, encourage to other Attempts of Uſe- 
fulneſs, and ſtrengthen our Hands in the Work of 
And Oh my dear Friend, whoever you are, be 
not aſhamed, that a Miniſter ſhould on this Occaſi- 
on tell your Children and Servants, that you are ſen- 
ſible of your former Neglect, and are determined 
in the Strength of Gop to practiſe a Duty, which it 
has indeed been criminal hitherto to emit. This is 
2 mean and unworthy Shame, and would prevent 
- eur reforming Evils which are indeed ſhameful. It 
will be a: Glory ta you, to be willing and ſolicitous 
to revive languiſhing Religion; a Glory, to give to 
other Families an Example, which, if they have the 
| Wiſdom and Courage to follow it, will undoubted- 
ly bring them down a rich Variety of Bleſſings on 
F themſelves, and, if followed by conſiderable Num- 
bers, on the Publick. * At leaſt, it will be an Hon- 
aur to you in the Sight of Men, and what is infinitely | 
more, in the Sight of Gop, to have made the gene- 


rous Effort; and not to make the guilty Neg lect 
e former Years, an Excuſe for continuing to ne- 
glect, what it ſhould rather be a powerful Argument 


Immediately to practiſe. No 6 


1 of ® Family. 


But I would by no means inſiſt upon 15 1 v2 1 


vine Worſhip ſhould be introduced into your Fami- 
ly in the particular Manner I have recommerded. 


Uſe your own Judgment, and purſue your own Ins - 
elination; ſo that it be but effectually and immecki- 


rr 


ately dene. You may perhaps think it convenietit | 


to call them together, and read over 7#his Letter to 


them; telling them at the Concluſion, that yon art 


in your Conſcience convinced there is reaſon” In 4 | 


which cannot be anſwered, and that therefote you 


are reſolyed to act agreeably to it. You may then 
"roceed to read a Portion of Seripture, and to 8 


with them in ſuch a Manner as you may think mo 
_ expedient. But in whatever Manner it be done, 


ou will remember, that it muſt be with Reverenes 


= Solemnity, and with unfeigned Fervour of De- 
votion, as in the Sight of the Heart-ſearching Gov. | 


„ 
- + G * 


* : Aud you will farther remember, that when once in- 


troduced, it muſt be reſolutely and conftantly carri- 
ed on; for to eſt out this heavenly Gueſt, will in 
_m_ Degree be more ſhameful, than not to admit 
But I hope, ſweet Experience of the Pleaſure 

of theſe Duties will be inſtead of a thouſand Argu, 
ments, to engage your Adherence to- them. May 
op give you Reſolution immediatehy to make the 
Attempt and may He aflift and accept you, and 
ſcatter down every deſirable Bleſſing of Providence 
and of Grace, on you and yours ! So that his Day, 


(for J hope it will be introduced this very Day,) 
may become memorable in your Lives, as a Seaſon 
from whence you may date a Profperity and à Joy 
hitherto unknown, how happy ſoever you may have 
been in former Years: For very imperfect, I am ſure, 
muſt that Domeſtiek Happineſs be, in which Domef- 


tick oe. has no Part, W Hau 1 
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Funih Religion i Ng | 
no "Fw ſhall I congratulate myſelf, if in Conſe⸗ 
| . of the Repreſentation and Addreſs I have 


fſitrument in the Divine Hand of inſpiring you with 
s ſuch a Reſolution! What an additional Bond will 
then be added to our F riendſhip, while Gov conti. 
nues us together in Life] Yea, what an everlaſt. 
ing Bond of a nobler Friendſhip, in a future State; 
where it will be, before the Throne of Gon, my 
Joy to have given ſuch Admonitions as theſe, 7 Pe 
1 0 e and ö to e received : 
But if after all you will not he: perſuaded, but + 
4 will hearken to the Voice of Cowardice, and Sloth, : 
and Irrehgion, in Defiance of ſo many awakening 35 
and affecting Reaſons, you muſt anſwer it at large. 5 
If your Children and Servants grow up in the Ne- 
gledt of Gop, and pierce your Heart with thoſe Sor-. 
rows, which ſuch Servants, and eſpecially ſuch Chil- 
Aren, are like to accaſion ; 5. they raiſe profane and 
profligate Families; if they prove the Curſe of their 
Country, as well as the Torment and Ruin of thoſe 
moſt intimately related to them; the Guilt is in part 
4 yours, and (J repeat it again) you muſt anſwer it to - 
Boy at the great Day, that you have omitted the 
proper and appointed Method of preventing ſuch fa- 
tal Evils. In the mean Time, you muſt anſwer the 
o0miſſion to your own Conſcience ; which probably - 
bas not been eaſy in former Days; and in future 
& Days may be yet more unquict, Yes, Sir, the. Me- 
1 | moryo! this Addreſs may continue to torment you, 
i it cannot reform you: And if you do not forſake the 
Houſe of Gop, as well as exclude Gop and his Wor- 
| Gi from your own Houſe, you wilt r meet with new 
W. Dunes 4 


now been 1 to you, I may be the bleſſed In? 
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Wornds för new Exbortations and Aae £ 
will arm Reflection with new Reproaches. And in 


this uncomfortable Manner you will probably go 
on, till what ha's been the Grief and Shame of your 


Life, become the A ffliction of your dying Bed; nor 


EY dare I preſume to aſſore you, that Gop will anſwer 5 


your laſt Cries for Fardon. The beſt you can ex- 
pea under. the Conſciouſneſs of this Guilt is, to paſs. 


Days to Tour fina] Doom But whatever Nr 5 


4 Fry ph b Nair that a 3 of ſo 3 : 
Importance hath not. been wholly neglected, hath 


not e eoldly and f] ;ghtly urged by, 
Dear Sir, Your affectionate Friend, 


and ai tbful Servant in our common 10RD, 


F . DODDRIDGE. 
22 Dicember - 174. 
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